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ANODE

Whether Report

Well it has really
warmed up this week.
Do I have to remind
the highveldt amateurs
that the lightning sea-
son is just around the
corner? It might snow
though and the weight
of the ice will bring
your antennas down.
We are due for snow
this year in Septem-
ber. The Boot sale
went off with a major
hitch. The twits parked
themselves on the

Special points of
interest:

L] Contact
details on
back page

down-slope approach-

Editor's Comments

ing the gate and noone
could enter the parking
area. The neighbours
complained and threat-
ened to call the cops. So
the youngster in charge
of the keys let the bar-
barians in the gate, an
hour and a half early.
Om Dave (very annoyed
Chairperson), was
heard to say that this
would be the last boot
sale this year. Still the
event was well attended
and lots of interesting
amateur hardware was
bought.
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[Trying to get in touch
with the spirits of amateur
radio? Seen on the home-
brew newsgroup :-
Has anyone ever had a fa-
tal electric shock? ]

RESTRUCTURING: PRO
CODE PETITION FILED
WITH THE FCC

The proponents of re-
taining Morse testing for
all candidates for a
United States Amateur
License with high fre-
quency operating privi-
leges are striking back.

(Continued on page 8)

Construction of Radio Equipment in a Japanese

POW Camp.

By Lieutenant Colonel
R. G. Wells

Transcript of a re-
cording by Lieutenant
Colonel R G Wells, on
the construction of ra-
dio equipment whilst in
a Japanese Prisoner of
War camp after the fall
of Singapore.

It was about the begin-
ning of 1942 when I was
a prisoner of war of the
Japanese, when I was
ordered to go on a
working party, which
eventually finished up
in the Sankakan in Brit-

ish North Borneo.

Two thousand odd of us
were in this work party
and it wasn't long before
we noticed the absence
of information as to the
international situation,
what was happening in
the outside world, and
the whole camp had a
real craving to get news
by whatever means. Es-
cape parties were being
organised, but none of
these were very success-
ful. The next thing people
turned to was a means of
getting some radio news,
and this is where the

building of a radio set be-
came an urgent require-
ment.

The main thing, of course,
was that we didn't have
any components and al-
though we had some con-
tacts outside which later
on were helpful in the
building of this receiver,
it limited our requirement
to a regenerative re-
ceiver as from a super
heterodyne receiver and
the decision to do that
was borne out by the re-
sults.

(Continued on page 2)



Page 2

Construction of Radio Equipment in a Japanese POW Camp.

(Continued from page 1)

The high frequency spectrum
during that time of the war was
fairly quiet in that part of the
world and the BBC, we hoped,
would be able to be received.
This was aided by the fact that
the Japanese in their wisdom
called a friend of mine out one
evening to repair their radio
set and he took the opportu-
nity, of course, to switch over to
the short wave bands, with
headphones while doing that,
and picked up the BBC suc-
cessfully.

That day was memorable be-
cause it was the day that the
BBC broadcast the death of the
Duke of Kent in an aircraft
crash. That was the only news
we had of the outside world for
something like six months.

The plan was made to begin
building the radio, so until we
could build components,
there was nothing much we
could do. A look at the circuit
diagram of a regenerative re-
ceiver indicates a number of
capacitors - about two or
three are required -low ca-
pacitors to make the oscillat-
ing part of the system work,
and in fact from memory we
needed in the grid circuit at
least one ".01 microfarad" ca-
pacitor and there was no
chance we could get this any-
where, or any other compo-
nents.

So we hit upon the idea of tak-
ing some tin foil or aluminium
foil from the lining of the tea
chest from which the Japanese
supplied with the rice rations,
then by the well known equa-

30 Steps for all New Hams

The 30 Steps below will help all
New Hams, it will also help you
to find others just like yourself.
These 30 steps should also be
added to the present writtens.

Step Omne: Use as many "Q" sig-
nals as possible. Yes, I know
they were invented solely for
CW and are totally inappropri-
ate for two meter FM, but they
are fun and entertaining. They
keep people guessing as to
what you really meant. .LE. "I'm
going to QSY to the phone."
Can you really change frequen-
cies to the phone? QSL used to
mean, "I am acknowledging re-
ceipt", but now it appears to
mean, "yes" or "OK". I guess I
missed it when the ARRL

changed the meaning. It is
also best to use "OK" and
"QSL" together. Redundancy
is the better part of Lid-dom.

Step Two: Never laugh when
you can say "HI HI". No one
will ever know you aren't a
long time CW rag-chewer if
you don't tell them. They'll
think you've been on since
the days of Marconi.

Step Three: Utilize an alter-
native vocabulary. Use words
like "destinated" and
"negatory". It's OK to make
up your own words here. L.E.
"Yeah Tom, 1 '"pheelbart
zaphonix" occasionally my-
self."

tions for calculating capacity
and the relationship of the sur-
face area and spacing of the
plates, we built a capacitor or,
at least, I built a capacitor
which according to calculations
should have been about ".0l
microfarad."

If I could put an aside here, I
built a replica of this capacitor
some years ago, and it went out
to Simpson barracks where we
had some friends in the testing
laboratory, and with great ex-
citement the Warrant Officer
concerned said, "We will see
how good vyour calculations
were'"; so he put it on his equip-
ment which was accurate to
many decimal points and read
on his display unit, ".009 micro-
farad", so we thought we were
pretty good.

(Continued on page 3)
Step Four: Always say
"XX4XXX" (Insert your own

call) "for I.D." As mentioned in
Step One, anything that creates
redundancy is always encour-
aged. That's why we have the
Department of Redundancy De-
partment. (Please note that you
can follow your call with "for
identification purposes" instead
of "for I.D." While taking longer
to say, it is worth more "LID
points".

Step Five: The better the copy
on two meter FM, the more you
should use phonetics. Names
should be especially used if
they are short or common ones.
LE. "My name is Al.. Alpha

(Continued on page 3)
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I said "Touché" to him because
he didn't think we could do it. ]
made two or three of these, and
I still had one of them that
would work if I built the re-
ceiver again, which I have
been thinking about doing, ex-
cept there is always something
else, like a lot of other projects
which one has as one gets
older.

The resistors were another
problem. We found out that we
could use the impurities in
some of the tree wood and the
bark, particularly cinnamon
bark which was available by
getting through the wire only
about 2 feet and we could nor-
mally pinch that while the Japa-
nese sentry was moving
around.

We used a piece of string with
the material rubbed on it from
the burning of the cinnamon
bark with some impurities in it
(we didn't have a chemical
analysis); we weren't very
fussed because most grid-
leak resistors were about a
megohm or thereabouts and
we had no means or any way
we could measure a megohm,
so it was largely a trial and er-
ror thing to see if it would
work. We made a number of
these bits of string and tied
them round different things to
dry them out to get the thing
going. Eventually about an
inch, three quarters of an inch
to an inch, was about the right
order of things to get about a
megohm resistance. They
were the two main things.

30 Steps for all New Hams

(Continued from page 2)

Lima" or "Jack.. Juliet Alpha
Charlie Kilo." If at all possible
use the less common HF pho-
netics "A4SM... America, Num-
ber Four, Sugar Mexico." And
for maximum "LID points",
make up unintelligible phonet-
ics. "My name is Bob... Billi-
bong Oregano Bumperpool."

Step Six: Always give the calls
of yourself and everyone who
is (or has been) in the group,
whether they are still there or
not. While this has been unnec-
essary for years, it is still a
great memory test. You may
also use "and the group" if you
are an "old timer" or just have a
bad memory. Extra points for

saying everyone's call and then
clearing in a silly way "K2PKK,
Chow, Chow."

Step Seven: Whenever possi-
ble, use the wrong terminol-
ogy. It keeps people guessing.

Use "modulation" when you
mean "deviation", and vice-
versa.

Step Eight: If someone asks for
a break, always finish your
turn, taking as long as possible
before turning it over. When-
ever possible, pass it around a
few times first. This will dis-
courage the breaker, and if it is
an emergency, encourage him
to switch to another repeater
and not bother you.

Now the things we couldn't
provide, couldn't do. We had
to make coils; they were
largely trial and error, one
could calculate the inductance
of these if one had access to
some means of measuring the
wire gauge and the space be-
tween them. So that was
largely a trial and error busi-
ness.

The two biggest components,
or two biggest requirements,
were we needed some head-
phones and we needed a
valve, and I thought that the
rest could be made locally
with a bit of luck. On the ques-
tion of the headpiece an out-
side contact smuggled in one
headphone, which was better
than no headphone, and a
valve - no valve holder but

(Continued on page 4)

Step Nine: Always ask in-
volved questions of the per-
son who is trying to sign out.
Never let him get by with just
a "yes" or "no" answer. Make
it a question that will take him
along time to answer.

Step Ten: The less you know
on a subject, the more you
should speculate about it in

the roundtable. Also the
amount of time you spend on
the subject should be in-

versely proportionate to your
knowledge of the subject
even though you have no
damn clue.

Step Eleven: Always make
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
one can't have everything in
this life.

The other trouble was the
power supply. The Japanese
main around the camp which
provided the power was 110
volts roughly according to the
power station meter which we
couldn't help but see, because
we delivered the wood there
while the power station was
running; I switched over when
no one was looking and the
frequency was about 60 Hz,
not 50 Hz as we thought, not
that this worried us anyway
but to know that it was man-
ageable.

So two problems remained for

the power supply. The first
one was the A-battery or low
voltage supply necessary for
the filament of the valve. We
started with a couple of dry
cells, but these didn't last very
long and we had to make
something then. Through be-
ing friendly with the pharma-
cist with the party, we got
some potassium bichromate
and made up a bichromate
cell, which is probably well
known in the text books but
not of very practical use. It's
fairly hungry for zinc and it
needs some sulphuric acid
which one can't throw around
or hide easily, but it served
for some time and was quite
successful but, in the end, had
the operation lasted very

30 Steps for all New Hams

(Continued from page 3)

sure you try to communicate
with only a handheld and a rub-
ber duck antenna. Also, make
sure you work through a re-
peater that you can hear very
well, but it cannot hear you.
This will put out a kind of "LID
mating call": "Well, Joe, I can
hear the repeater just fine here.
I wonder why it can't hear me?"
You will score maximum LID
points if you are mobile, and
with the radio lying in the pas-
senger seat.

Step Twelve: If you hear two
amateurs start a conversation,
wait until they are twenty sec-
onds into their contact, and
then break in to make a call, or
better yet to use the auto-patch.

Make sure you keep the re-
peater tied up for at least three
minutes. This way, once the two
have re-established contact,
they won't even remember
what they were talking about.

Step Thirteen: You hear some-
one on the repeater giving di-
rections to a visiting amateur.
Even if the directions are good,
make sure you break in with
your own "alternate route but
better way to get there" ver-
sion. This is most effective with
several other "would-be LIDs",
each giving a different route.
By the time the visiting amateur
unscrambles all the street
names whizzing by in his mind,
he should have moved out of
the range of the repeater. This

long, we would have been in
trouble for that. Two of these
cells provided about 3 volts to
4 volts, and 6 volts was a bit
too much because each cell
was running at a bit over 2
volts, about 2.2 volts.

The biggest problem was a
rectifier to rectify the AC into
DC without dropping it to a
low voltage, because remem-
ber in those days we needed
high voltages for the B supply,
or anode supply, but in these
days we bring everything
down to small DC wvoltages;
we needed to get them up as
high as we could. That was a
partial failure in that using alu-
minium foil again and oxidis-
ing one piece of it, or length of

keeps you from having to stick
around to help the guy get
back out of town, later.

Step Fourteen: If an annoying
station is bothering you, make
sure your other "LID" buddies
have a "coded" frequency list.
Even though "CODES" are
strictly forbidden on Amateur
Radio, it's really neat to prac-
tice "James Bond" tactics.

Step Fifteen: Always use the
National Calling Frequency
for general conversations. The
more uninteresting, the longer
you should use it. Extra points
are awarded if you have re-
cently move from an adjacent
frequency for no reason. Make

(Continued on page 5)
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sure when DX is "rolling" in on
52.525 that you hang out there
and talk to your friends five
miles down the road about the
good old CB days!

Step Sixteen: Make sure that if
you have a personal problem
with someone, you should
voice your opinion in a public
forum, especially a net. Make
sure you give their name, call,
and any other identifying re-
marks. For maximum points,
make sure the person in ques-
tion is not on the repeater, or
not available.

Step Seventeen: Make sure
you say the first few words of
each transmission twice, espe-
cially if it is the same thing each
time. Like "roger, roger" or
"fine business, fine business". I
cannot stress enough about en-
couraging redundancy.

Step Eighteen: If you hear a
conversation on a local re-
peater, break in and ask how
each station is receiving you.
Of course they will only see the
signal of the repeater you are
using, but it's that magic mo-
ment when you can find a fel-
low "LID", and get the report.
Extra points are awarded if you
are using a base station, and
the repeater is less than
twenty-five air miles from you.

Step Nineteen: Use the re-
peater for an hour or two at a
time, preventing others from
using it. Better yet, do it on a
daily basis. Your quest is to
make people so sick of hearing
your voice every time they turn

on their radio, they'll move to
another frequency. This way
you'll lighten the load on the re-
peater, leaving even more time
for you to talk on it.

Step Twenty: See just how
much flutter you can generate
by operating at handheld
power levels too far away from
the repeater. Engage people in
conversations when you know
they wont be able to copy half
of what your saying.

Even when they say your un-
copyable, continue to string
them along by making further
transmissions. See just how
frustrated you can make the
other amateur before he finally
signs off in disgust.

Step Twenty Omne: Use lots of
radio jargon. After all, it makes
you feel important using words
ordinary people don't say. Who
cares if it makes you sound like
you just fell off Channel 19 on
the citizen's Band? Use phrases
such as "Roger on that", "10-4",
"I'm on the side", "Your making
the trip" and "Negatory on
that".

Step Twenty Two: Use exces-
sive microphone gain. See just
how loud you can make your
audio. Make sure the audio
gain is so high that other ama-
teurs can hear any bugs crawl-
ing on your floor. If mobile,
make sure the wind noise is
loud enough that others have to
strain to pick your words out
from all the racket.

Step Twenty Three: Start every
transmission with the word

Page 5

"Roger" or "QSL". Sure, you
don't need to acknowledge
that you received the other
transmission in full. After all,
you would simply ask for a re-
peat if you missed something.
But consider it your gift to the
other amateur to give him sol-
ace every few seconds that his
transmissions are being re-
ceived.

Step Twenty Four: When
looking for a contact on a re-

peater, always say vyour
"listening" or "monitoring"
multiple times. I've always

found that at least a half dozen
times or so is good. Repeating
your multiple "listening" ID's
every 10 to 15 seconds is even
better. Those people who did-
n't want to talk to you will
eventually call you, hoping
you'll go away after you have
finally made a contact.

Step Twenty Five: Always
use a repeater, even if you
can work the other station eas-
ily on simplex ... especially if
you can make the contact on
simplex. The coverage of the
repeater you use should be
inversely proportional to your
distance from the other sta-
tion.

Step Twenty Six: When on re-
peaters using courtesy tones,
you should always say "over".
Courtesy tones are designed
to let everyone know when
you have unkeyed but don't
let that stop you. Say "over",
"back to you" or "go ahead". It
serves no useful purpose but
don't worry, it's still fun!
(Continued on page 6)
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Step Twenty Seven: Use the
repeater's autopatch for frivo-
lous routine calls... especially
during morning or evening
commute times. While pulling
into the neighbourhood, call
home to let them know you'll be
there in two minutes.... or, call
your spouse to complain about
the bad day you had at work.
After all, the club has
"measured rate" service on
their phone line so they get
charged for each autopatch
call. Your endeavour is to make
so many patches in a year that
you cost the club at least $20 in
phone bills. That way you'll feel
you got your money's worth for
your dues!

Step Twenty Eight: Never say
"My name is ..... " It makes you
sound human. If at all possible,
use one of the following
phrases: a) "The personal here
is ..." b) "The handle here is..."

Step Twenty Nine: Use "73"
and "88" incorrectly. Both are
already considered plural, but
add a "s" to the end anyway.
Say "73's" or "88's". Who cares if
it means "best regards" and
"love and kisses." Better yet,
say '"seventy thirds"! (By the
way, seventy thirds equals
about 23.3).

Step Thirty: If the repeater is
off the air for service, complain
about the fact that it was off the
air as soon as it's turned back
on. Act as though your entire

day has been ruined because
the repeater wasn't available
when you wanted to use it.
Even thought you have never
paid a penny to help out with
the upkeep of it.

From: "WASULX"
Date: 2003-08-21 07:51

Construction of Radio Equipment in a Japanese POW Camp.

(Continued from page 4)

it folded over, with some weak
acid and then using the two
electrodes, one of clear alu-
minium and one of a zinc salt
and aluminium, we could
make a rectifier.

We wouldn't be so audacious
as to call it a rectifier now, be-
cause it had a reverse voltage
of something like 30 or 40
volts, which wasn't exactly
ideal, but for DC we had no
option. The result was that I
made a bridge rectifier but
the only problem was that af-
ter 15 minutes the electrolyte
began to boil, so it was really
passing current in both direc-
tions but a little bit more one
way than the other. So a single
cell, an extra rectifier cell, was

the only way I could close this
down a bit, and some smooth-

ing.

This we achieved with part of
a fish plate from the railway
line which was being used at
the aerodrome to move the
dirt from one place to another
by man-power, about six men
on these, and the odd fish
plate used to disappear any-
way for various reasons.

I dropped one off at the power
station and asked the Chinese
under my breath if he could
cut it into three little sections,
which he did; he didn't want to
know why.

Then again using some palm
oil and some bee wire which

was in fairly plentiful supply,
which we stole - it was a bit
risky because the Japanese
were cultivating a couple of
beehives outside the wire and
of course this wire used to dis-
appear for various things un-
related to radio - and we put
the palm oil along the wire
stretched out and rubbed this
palm oil on it, thickening it
with a little bit of flour and
then heating it; the flour
bound the palm oil together
and formed a fairly good insu-
lation over the wire.

Good, but lucky, and with a
lot of travelling.

I should come back to the ca-
(Continued on page 7)
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pacitors on that, because we
had to insulate the layers of
those which we did by putting
a layer of newspaper (a few
people had newspaper and
various things, for other rea-
sons than newspaper of
course, but then we had no
other toilet requisites in the
party) and by soaking this in
some coconut oil we could in-
sulate each layer after we
wound it, and with a piece of
this bee wire - we had some-
thing like f{ifty feet of it -
wound round this part of the
fish plate, we made a fairly
good choke coil. And then a
bigger capacitor, which was
no trouble, having had suc-
cess with the small one, to just
wrap as much tin foil as we
could round another sheet of
newspaper which finished up
about 18 inches long by about
three quarters of an inch in di-
ameter. We didn't even try to
measure the capacitance of it,
because we couldn't do any-
thing about it anyway, except
put more wire on. And that in
effect was a fairly good recti-
fier, a very dangerous one be-
cause we had the 110 all right
but we had a bit over that by
the time we had rectified it,
and we don't know because
we had no means of measur-
ing it.

Finally, the wvalve; we joined
the valve by winding the clean
little bee wire around it and
then plugging it with any insu-
lating material we could get to
make it stick, - no wvalve
holder, of course. So eventu-
ally we produced a receiver of

sorts, except it wouldn't oscil-
late. We tried building more,
another choke coil, and this
went on for ages; there was no
possibility we could get this
valve to oscillate. I think it's
recommended according to a
friend of mine who had an
amateur license, he thought
that about 120 volts was the
best we could get and there
was no way we could get that
by trying to smooth this any
more. So the only avenue
open was to bribe one Chi-
nese working at the power
station who was very much
our way, and of course in
those days was a nationalist
Chinese.

The capital of China in those
days was Chungking, and I
told him we could get him
some overseas news from
Chungking if he would slowly
wind his field coil power up
on the generator every night
starting at about 9 o'clock bit
by bit, and get it up to about
130 on his meter. He under-
stood, and after that I said half
an hour to drop it again, very
quietly and slowly because it
may affect the lights "....and
you no speak about that be-
cause you get chopped, you
know, and we will give you
Chungking news...."

This was duly done and for
about six months we had reli-
able communication. The first
trial on air had too much hum,
and we had to modify a few
things two or three times in at-
tempts to get it right, and in
the end we had a workable
situation, which was worth ex-

ploring.

Capacitors right, choke coils
right, one head phone, we had
some old rag so we tied it
round the head and tied it on,
or string, or whatever we
could get. With the hope of re-
cording something we took
some paper, which wasn't in
plentiful supply, but the odd
piece of paper we could get.
Running notches down the left
hand side, about a quarter to a
half inch apart down the pa-
per, and bending it over so
that these little pieces stuck
up in the air, and in the pitch
darkness one could then put
the headphones over one's
head with eyes looking out for
possible interruption by the
Japanese - we had some look-
outs, or cockatoos as the Aus-
tralians called them, around
the place to warn us at the on-
coming of the Japanese - and
with great trepidation we
heard Big Ben chiming one
night. Of course only one of us
heard it but we were so full of
enthusiasm.

It was the BBC all right; it was
quite a clear signal but it was
somebody talking about
growing hops in Kent. This
broadcast went on for some-
thing like three quarters of an
hour without any interruption,
but ultimately the signal faded
out and I was very annoyed. I
was asked the next morning
by my senior officer what was
the news, and I said "we've got
good news; I can't talk here,
come this way." So he came
along and said, "what's this
news you're talking about." I
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This, with a petition that not
only asks the F-C-C to retain
the 5 word per minute C-W
exam, but to also require that
Extra class pass a 12 word per
minute test. And the organisa-
tion that is sponsoring the
measure also wants written ex-
ams stiffened as well.

Quick, what’s the French
word for Spam?

And finally this week, a note
from France where the govern-
ment has said goodbye to the
term e-mail in favour of the na-
tive language term courriel. A
word that linguistically sensi-
tive France is now using to re-
fer to electronic mail in all offi-

cial documents and hopes that
the public will adopt as well.

Frances’ Culture Ministry an-
nounced a ban on the use of e-
mail in all government minis-
tries, documents, publications
or Web sites on July 18th.

This, as the latest step to stem
what it sees as an incursion of
English words into the French
language.

Courriel is a contraction of the
two words and is a term that has
often been used in French
speaking Quebec Canada. The
ministry's General Commission
on Terminology and Neology
insists Internet surfers in France
are broadly using the term
“courrier electronique" instead

of e-mail - a claim some indus-
try experts dispute.

Cruelty to Snails

Here is an update on the QSL
Bureau from Francois ZS6BUU.

All the (QSL) cards dating
back to February of this year,
when we stopped sending out
cards, have been dispatched.
Once again my thanks to the
team of sorters, and to Ray
ZS6RAE who so kindly packed
all the cards in boxes ready
for weighing, stamping and
sending out.

The cost saving in doing all
the work ourselves, instead of
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 7)

said I didn't actually hear any
news, and he became very an-
noyed with me and said what
the hell did I mean, and I said
"if the British primary produc-
ing experts are capable and
able to spare the time to talk
about growing hops in Kent,
Britain must still be alive and
floating with their thumbs up,
and as far as I'm concerned
that's the best news I could
hear!"

That's the outline and maybe
there are some questions I
haven't covered properly.

BJ: The first question I would
like to ask you is: What did
you have in the way of tools, if
any, and how did you connect

the components of the wire-
less without, presumably, a
soldering iron?

RGW: No soldering iron, no
solder of course, and no other
system really available but to
twist and wrap with some co-
conut oil paper, or cardboard
or something, and very gently
lift it.

It was on a platen of wood we
obtained somewhere; it was
about a foot by a foot or some-
thing, so we just mounted the
components on that. A meat
skewer on the capacitor - oh,
we had a capacitor too, a ca-
pacitor, a valve and a head-
phone, which were external to
camp components we had. We
didn't have any tools at all, ex-

cept someone obtained the
use of a sledge hammer - for
what purpose I don't know
because one of those would
not be needed to escape;
other than cutting up the soft
iron of the fish plate which
was about the only reason
we needed anything, the rest
were just twisted wires. We
just wanted to get one usable
because we didn't know
whether it might be blown
up or captured; we weren't
worried, the main thing was
initially a short-term aim (as
well as a long term aim) that
it might last. Fortunately, it
lasted for over a year - six-
teen months until the arrests
took place, but that's another
story.

(Continued on page 9)
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BJ: Can I just ask you - the com-
ponents for the low voltage bat-
tery cells that you produced,
where did you get all the com-
ponents from?

RGW: Well, zinc wasn't hard,
there was some sheet zinc lying
on the aerodrome and we
pinched quite a bit of that be-
cause that would be eaten away
during the use of the cells for
the low voltage. I don't know
what would have happened if
that ran out. I think someone
produced two lantern cells,
which did for a while, but it was
mainly on this homemade cell
system, which wasn't efficient
but nowhere near as inefficient
as the rectifier was. We must
have been consuming... Ah

Editor's Comments

(Continued from page 8)

handing a consignment to a
Postal Service for despatch, has
been tremendous. It will not be
out of line to say that all the
postage cost us just over R2000,
and that included overseas
post.

We are waiting for payment to
send out two sets of bulk deliv-
eries that were sent to us. As
soon as we have confirmation
of payment, the cards will be
sent out. I must point out that
the Bureau still does all the
sorting and packing, free of
charge. The other benefit is
that we ensure that the cards
are sent to the correct Bureau
overseas.

I have had a few comments re-

Ping said he had to turn up a
lot of power to keep the lights
what they wanted. We were
dispersing such an amount of
power in this four test tube rec-
tifier for the high tension.

A variable capacitor was an-
other component we had to
bring in. We couldn't make a
variable capacitor, it was im-
possible. We had to take two
plates off the one we had to get
a high enough frequency. Yes,
I can't remember why we did-
n't go up a bit in inductance; it
was largely a trial and error
business really. Except that in
a regenerative receiver you
had some idea when you were
near a station because the re-
ceiver was so sensitive as all
regenerative receivers are.

garding the Bureau sent to me
direct or via Packeteers. I ap-
preciate those comments and
suggestions as it all helps us to
prepare for when things are
back to normal financially and
we can introduce concessions
and or improve our service to
all our paid up members.

One suggestion was that we
extend the DX numbers from
500 to 800 and reduce the local
from 500 to 200. We will look
at that in the new financial
year, as we do not want to
change horses mid stream.
Let's get back on our feet first.

Let's work together for the
benefit of all.

All comments and suggestions

It had a piece of meat skewer
type wood which I had a hole
drilled in by a pen-knife, and
we glued this in with some of
our glue or something, into
the capacitor shaft so that we
could tune it by holding a lit-
tle stick across it, fixing it at
about six inches because one
couldn't get one's hands any
closer to the set because it
was in a state of very near os-
cillation where the maximum
sensitivity is, just before it
bursts into oscillation. With a
fairly clear HF band, it wasn't
long before we knew roughly,
by putting a couple of marks
on the stick, where it was.

We knew that the Voice of
America was due for a trans-
(Continued on page 10)

must please be sent to
francois@overflow.co.za

73 - OM John
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mission and I don't think we
ever knew the frequencies be-
cause the BBC didn't announce
frequencies; they just came on
the air and broadcast.

BJ: What did you use for an ae-
rial?

RGW: A clothesline. All the
huts had a clothes line of some
sort so we just took a thin wire
from that and wrapped it
round the edge, knowing that
a normal sentry wouldn't take
any notice of it, and we just
dragged that across the side
of the hut and brought it in,
and the people with our per-
mission would put their loin
cloths out and hang them over
this when they washed them
so it looked as if it was being
used. The toilet in the sleep-
ing block was a hole in the
ground and it was verboten to
be used by anybody except to
put our radio set in when it
wasn't in use; everybody re-
spected our wishes in that re-
gard!

I think the best thrill was, well
two or three thrills, which
were momentous I suppose
and of great excitement, al-
most excitement of crying
with excitement, and the first
was I think when we heard a
full news bulletin of something
like 400 aircraft over Dresden
or somewhere, pounding the
place to pieces; we were very
pleased about all this. But
from the land point of view,
from the beginning of '42 1
think, I can't remember, but

sometime just before the Bat-
tle of Alamein, and we heard
some of the troop movements
in preparation for that. The
bulletins in those days were
fairly long and gave a lot of
detail.

Unfortunately the first lot of
rectifiers blew up about 2
days after this so we were out
of business for something like
5 or 6 weeks. Of course, the
rumours started to flood in as
to what was happening, what
wasn't happening, the war
would be over in 5 minutes
and all these mainly optimistic
things; but there were a few
super-pessimists who said we
would never get off the island,
and would die there, and that
sort of thing. But the thrill, I
think, was when reception was
restored again and we had to
do another little bit of fine tun-
ing because everything you
changed seemed to affect
something else; the whole
thing was very sensitive and
wouldn't have stood up to pre-
sent day quality assurance
bump tests!

So back there on the first night
we missed the BBC for some
reason, and the next thing was
the Voice of America which
had a headline which ran
something like this: "The war
is over in North Africa, Rom-
mel is knocked to pieces, he's
out of the Middle East and the
Middle East is finished, the fu-
ture for this and that ............. "
That was the end of the Ameri-
can news in about three sen-
tences! No other detail, so I

said we would go back at
about 12.30, and hope that Ah
Ping hadn't pulled the voltage
down too far, to see what we
could hear.

Again, the BBC was a little low
but it suddenly came quite
bright and lifted in wvolume,
and Big Ben chimed again and
there was a voice in the wil-
derness calling. It was a lovely
sensation to hear Big Ben
playing in those days, and
every time I hear it now I be-
come excited. The announce-
ment, initially in a most de-
pressing vein, described all
about the 8th Army's move-
ments, and it was here that it
did this, and this regiment
drew up and did that, on and
on this went for something like
15 to 20 minutes, and we tried
not to follow it because we
had our eyes on too many
other things, look-outs and so
on. But a lovely flow of English
and if you had a tracing board
you could have traced out ex-
actly where everything was in
situ, but of course that wasn't
the aim of our exercise, which
was to get news. At the finish
of the news the polite sen-
tence said, "It must be consid-
ered now that as all resistance
in North Africa has been over-
come the Allies victory must
be '"assured" or something
like that. And that was all he
said, but he took a few min-
utes to describe everything
that happened, so you had a
clear picture. But the Ameri-
cans seemed to be creating
for a public that just wanted

(Continued on page 11)
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the headlines, three headlines
and that was all; no other in-
terest in anything else. That
was one of the happy mo-
ments of the system.

We had the problem, of
course, of writing the news
because naturally a lot of peo-
ple wanted to know it and a lot
of people could be told it with-
out its origin. This is why we
used the piece of paper we
took with us (Gordon Waite
and the other officer who used
to share some of the work),
and as soon as we heard about
30 bombers over Dresden or
something, you just put 30 BD,
or B for Berlin, and feel the pa-
per down when you felt it
coming to the end, and pick
up the next little bit of bend
and write along that in the
pitch dark, hoping that you've
got something in the morning.
Surprising how legible it was,
just triggered a couple of
words like that. Unfortunately,
I was in deep custodianship
with the Kempitai when the
Atom Bombs were dropped
and I didn't hear that news on
the BBC,; it was relayed to me.
We didn't keep these things,
of course.

Getting off the technical side
now, the radio set didn't be-
tray itself. Some criticism
could be levelled at us I sup-
pose. We trusted too many
people; we had no intelli-
gence training then, of course,
or anything like that and we
were inclined to trust every
Asian we met who smiled at us

and who said he was one of us.
Anyway, while this was going
on at the aerodrome and once
the troops heard, we had to
tell the troops the good news
of course. We said we had
heard from an unknown
source that the war is getting
better, or something like that -
we had to give them a sani-
tised version. It was probably
all they wanted but, naturally,
two or three senior officers
wanted to know as much as
they could because they may
be the ones who would have
to take some decisions one
day about it.

Unknown to us an Indian - I
don't like saying this and I'm
not being racist, it could have
been any nationality - black-
mailed a Chinese who was
helping us on the aerodrome
picking up bits of iron for us
and various other things. He
blackmailed him but the Chi-
nese wouldn't talk, so the
Kempitai arrested the Chinese
and put him on a rack; he
mentioned in the course of his
cries for help - which was not
a nice thing to think about but
I don't blame him - he men-
tioned Captain Matthews and
a couple of other people; 1
think I would have done the
same thing at that stage.

The Japanese then decided to
make a raid on the camp,
which they did, and I was then
charged and taken away by
the Captain; he wanted the re-
ceiver and I gave it to him in
the end after a lot of leading
him round the camp with his

soldiers. I could almost
laugh at some of the things
that happened. He must
have told them he was look-
ing for a radio set; a Jap sol-
dier came running up to him
with a piece of metal which
looked like a piece of horse
harness or something; the
Captain almost kicked him
and told him what to do.

So in the end I decided that I
couldn't talk to anybody be-
fore the rest of the troops on
this parade ground, and 1
felt so conspicuous. He
walked back and said "Are
you going to tell me be-
cause we want the wireless
set?", so I said "Yes, I've just
thought where it might be".
So I went across and told
him where the hole was, and
they dug the hole up and, of
course, there was the trans-
mitter. He said "Ah, you've
been sensible at last", so he
took the transmitter and
they took it away.

From that day on, I was wor-
ried about this because 1
knew the receiver was OK
and the troops would be
happy about that; they
would still be able to get
news. And then he took me
up to the platform where he
stood and addressed every-
one. All he said in English
was "You all look at this
man, you will never see him
again" and led me off. I had
a sort of a dying wish, going
in on the vehicle to Sanda-
kan to be interrogated, that

(Continued on page 12)
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somehow or other this set
could be preserved and, of
course unknown to me, it was.
They continued using it but
not until after about a week or
so - their nerves were a bit
shaken. But they used it for
some months afterwards until
the big moves came and it was
a successful source of morale
lifter.

During the trial, that was when
the shock came to me when
this transmitter was brought
out by the prosecution as evi-
dence that we had been using
a receiver, but the Court ac-
cepted it. It was never men-
tioned after that because had
it been, I don't think either of
us would have been alive, be-
cause we had planned to get
some crystals from the Philip-
pines and try and fit them in
this set then we could call
them on CW and give them
some news about ourselves.

But we did get some news by
other means, via an agent tak-
ing a sandalwood vessel
across, that the British and
Australian authorities knew
where we were, and it was
proved at the end of the war
that they knew exactly where
to come for us. They had guer-
rilla parties in behind the
lines, but they couldn't contact
us and they had to watch some
of our people just die virtu-
ally, because they were there
and there would have been
trouble otherwise.

BJ: Could I just take you back

and ask you to fill in a few de-
tails about the transmitter.
You talked a lot about the
construction of the receiver
and I would be very inter-
ested to know where the
transmitter fitted in to this;
were vyou developing that
alongside?"

RGW: "No, the receiver first;
we had that, and then we
started the transmitter as a
rather low priority of course,
but one it would be nice to
have. I had finished the two
6L6G's to make a push-pull
amplifier that was the RF out-
put to be, and the oscillator,
and we had the capacitor but
were missing a few more
components and that was
about where we were. In
other words, in the course of
events, had he been an ex-
pert with some sort of knowl-
edge of electrical engineer-
ing, we would never have got
away with two 6L6's sitting up
on a block of wood with a few
capacitors and things hanging
on them, but obviously the
Court Martial officers were
normal, without disrespect to
Infantry Officers, and they
had no knowledge of tele-
communications.

BJ: Again, the valves you used
in the receiver were...?

RGW: Only one, that's all we
had, which was brought in by
Mr Mabey. He smuggled in a
pipe to me, a smoking pipe,
with some tobacco. Lovely
gentleman. Unfortunately, 1
never had long with him; he

died soon after being ar-
rested. His widow lived at
Hove with her sister; the two
are deceased now. End of re-
cording.

From the QRP site of K3HRN
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Bulletins (Sundays at ...)
11h15 Start call in of stations
11h30 Main bulletin start

Frequencies

439.000MHz 7.6MHz split

(West Rand Repeater)

145,625 MHz (West Rand Repeater)
10,135 MHz (HF Relay)

Radio Amateurs do it with more frequency!

Chairman/Treasurer = Dave ZR6AOC 475 0566 (H) zréaoc@mweb.co.za

Secretary John ZS6F] 672 4359 (A/H)
Technical Phillip  ZS6PVT 083 267 3835 workshop@multisource.co.za
Member Craig ZR6CRW 795 1550 (H) craig.woods@absamail.co.za

West Rand members - we need your input!

To make this the best ham radio maga-
zine in South Africa we need your input.
Please submit articles, comments, sug-
gestions etc.

Please send plain text with no format-
ting to the email address below.

In July 2003, we re-published an Anode
Compendium on CD. It has the issues
from July 2000 until June this year. This
included the new Adobe reader. It has
been updated, check with the chairman
for details.

We need your input! Email us articles,
comments and suggestions please.
john.brock@pixie.co.za



